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Department of Environmental Quality Divisions’ Comments 

May 9, 2019 

Danny Smith, Director of Division of Energy, Mineral & Land Resources  

Summary of Stormwater Program Actions: 
 

• Stormwater program staff taught 5 workshops across the state for our Phase 2 MS4 
permittees (Jacksonville, Cary, Charlotte, Hickory and Kernersville).  The purpose of the 
workshops was to go over our updated permit template documents.  (The discussions were 
very well received and attended.) 

 
• Stormwater program have nine (9) NPDES Individual Industrial permit renewals out for 

public comment. 
 

• NCG01 Construction General Permit was issued on April 1, 2019 and launched our new 
electronic application form. This is an entirely digital application and approval 
process.  Thus far, we are issuing about 30-40 Certificates of Coverage per week. 

 
• Stormwater program will be renewing the following general permits on August 1, 2019:   

 
NCG16 Asphalt Plants, NCG17 Textile Mills, NCG18 Furniture Manufacture, NCG20 Scrap 

Metal, and NCG25 Construction Activities not Subject to the NC Sedimentation and Pollution 
Control Act. 
 
Mike Abraczinskas, Director of Division of Air Quality 
 
Regional Haze planning is underway 
 

The next round of regional haze planning is underway with State Implementation Plans due to 
EPA by July 31, 2021.  DAQ is working with 9 other Southeastern states through the Visibility 
Improvement State and Tribal Association of the Southeast (VISTAS) to conduct the technical 
analysis necessary for each state to develop its updated regional haze plan.  The regional haze 
program focuses on improving visibility in Class I areas on the haziest days to natural conditions 
by 2064.  It also focuses on the cleanest visibility not getting worse.  The images below show the 
great progress that has been made relative to the Uniform Rate of Progress glidepath from a 2000-
2004 baseline to 2064 (pink line).  Actual observations from measurements on the 20% haziest 
days are shown as blue diamonds and the 5-year average of those observations are shown as a 
green line.  With the observations below the glidepath (pink line), it indicates that we’re ahead of 
schedule with regard to the goals of this program.  Modeling is underway now using the best 
information to project visibility conditions for the year 2028.  That information should be available 
this summer.  Further analysis of source contributions to visibility impairment will be conducted 
as well.  The 2028 modeling results, combined with other factors, including the degree of visibility 
improvement needed, will be used to determine DAQ’s long-term strategy for 2028.  DAQ will 
provide periodic updates on this process and anticipates issuing a draft State Implementation Plan 
for public comment in the spring of 2021. 
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Michael E. Scott, Director of Division of Waste Management 
 

• DWM is tracking numerous bills that have been filed at the General Assembly in this year’s 
legislative session. Some of the major subject areas include bills files related to PFAS, 
electronics, pre-regulatory landfills, emergency response and solar farms. 

 
• DWM continues to focus on PFAS around the state. PFAS has been a focal point at recent 

EPA Region IV State Superfund meetings and at a recent Emerging Contaminants 
conferences held in Raleigh. As noted at the last EMC meeting, DWM recently completed 
landfill leachate sampling at the New Hanover County municipal solid waste landfill and 
is coordinating with other landfill operators regarding PFAS sampling in leachate. Other 
areas of PFAS focus for DWM include sites where AFFF firefighting foam have been used. 

 
• DWM continues to work on the implementation of the Consent Order that was finalized 

with Chemours. Major areas of focus include the implementation of alternate water through 
granular activated carbon whole house filtration systems, reverse osmosis under the sink 
systems and municipal water lines. 

 
• DWM presented to the Groundwater and Waste Management committee yesterday on the 

status of various rulesets that are in the periodic rule review process. 
 
• The public comment period for the CCR Management Rules (15A NCAC 13B .2000) 

ended on October 15, 2018.  Multiple comments were received at the 4 public hearings and 
throughout the comment period, therefore DWM staff have been working on revisions to 
the rules based on the comments received. 
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• DWM participated in an Earth Day cleanup event in April cleaning up debris next to a 
stream at the Apollo Heights Park in Raleigh.  

 
 
Linda Culpepper, Director of Division of Water Resources 
 

• Pre-treatment program work on compounds of emerging concerns. 

• Legislative Update 

• Annual Earth Day Stream Clean Up at Worthdale Park, City of Raleigh. 

• DEQ Environmental Stewardship Annual meeting May 14-15 at the NC Rural Center in Raleigh  

• US Water Alliance One Water Summit September 18-20 in Austin, Texas 
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